
Thoughts for 2O23

I

3.

lsaiah 29:13-14
13The Lord says: "These people come nearto me with their mouth and honor me with their lips, but

their hearts are far from me. Their worship of me is based on merely human rules they have been

taught. laTherefore once more I will astound these people with wonder upon wonder; the wisdom of
the wise will perish, the intelligence of the intelligent will vanish."

1 Corinthians I:26-31
25 Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by

human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose the

foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the

strong. 28 God chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things-and the things that are

not-to nullify the things that are, 2eso that no one may boast before him. 30lt is because of him that

you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God-that is, our

righteousness, holiness and redemption.3lTherefore, as it is written: "Let the one who boasts boast in

the Lord."

4.

5.

6.

Habakkuk 1:5

Look at the nations and watch- and be utterly amazed. For I am going to do something in your days

that you would not believe, even if you were told.

1 Corinthians 2:9-1-0
e However, as it is written: "What no eye has seen, what no ear has heard, and what no human mind has

" conceived"-the things God has prepared for those who love him-10these are the things God has

revealed to us by his SPirit.

Ephesians 3:1.4-20
laForthis reason I kneelbefore the Father,lsfrom whom everyfamily in heaven and on earth derives its

name. t6l pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in

your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being

rooted and established in love,lsmay have power, togetherwith allthe Lord's holy people, to grasp how

wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, leand to know this love that surpasses

knowledge-that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.

2.



'20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his
power that is at work within us, 21to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all
generations, for ever and ever! Amen.

7.

8.

9.

Acts 5:11
Great fear seized the whole church and all who heard about these events.

Acts 5:12-16
12The apostles performed many signs and wonders among the people. And all the believers used to
meet together in Solomon's Colonnade. 13 No one else dared join them, even though they were highly

regarded by the people. laNevertheless, more and more men and women believed in the Lord and were

added to their number. 15As a result, people brought the sick into the streets and laid them on beds and

mats so that at least Peter's shadow might fall on some of them as he passed by. 16Crowds gathered

also from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing their sick and those tormented by impure spirits, and all

of them were healed.

10.

n.

Proverbs 23:22-25
22 Listen to your father, who gave you life, and do not despise your mother when she is old. 23 Buy the
truthanddonotsell it-wisdom,instructionandinsightaswell.2aThefatherofarighteouschildhas
greatjoy;amanwhofathersawisesonrejoicesinhim. ttMayyourfatherandmotherrejoice;mayshe

who gave you birth be joyful!
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