
The Voice

Hearing God's voice is for all of us

John 10:1-5
I "Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by

some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the

sheep. 3The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own

sheep by name and leadsthem out.4When he has brought out allhis own, he goes on ahead of them,
and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. s But they will never follow a stranger; in fact,
they will run away from him because they do not recognize a stranger's voice."

lsaiah 30:21"

Whether you turn to the right or to the left, your ears will hear a voice behind you, saying "This is the
way; walk in it."

Which Came First...?

From Historical Account to Present Possibility

Jesus Said...

John 16:L2-1-5
12"1 have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. 13But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he

will guide you into all the truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell

you what is yet to come. 14 He will glorify me because it is from me that he will receive what he will make known

to you. xsAllthat belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will receive from me what he will
make known to you."

Sad Consequences When God Does Not Speak

lsaiah 57:11
"Whom have you so dreaded and feared that you have not been true to me, and have neither remembered me

nor taken this to heart? ls it not because I have long been silent that you do not fear me?

Psalm 83:L
O God, do not remain silenU do not turn a deaf ear, do not stand aloof, O God.

Proverbs 29:18
Where there is no revelation, people cast off restraint; but blessed is the one who heeds wisdom's instruction.

Psalm 74:9

We are given no signs from God; no prophets are left, and none of us knows how long this will be.

Psalm 28:1

. Toyou,Lord, lcall;youaremyRock,donotturnadeafeartome. Forifyouremainsilent, lwill belikethose
who go down to the pit.

Saul n

1 Samuel 15:1-3, 8-29
I Samuel said to Saul, "l am the one the Lord sent to anoint you king over his people lsrael; so listen now to the
message from the Lord. 2This is what the Lord Almighty says: 'l will punish the Amalekites for what they did to
lsrael when they waylaid them as they came up from Egypt. 3 Now go, attack the Amalekites and

totally destroy all that belongs to them. Do not spare them; put to death men and women, children and infants,

cattle and sheep, camels and donkeys."'



8 He took Agag king of the Amalekites alive, and all his people he totally destroyed with the sword. s But Saul

and the army spared Agag and the best of the sheep and cattle, the fat calves and lambs - everything that was

good. These they were unwilling to destroy completely, but everything that was despised and weak they totally
destroyed. loThen the word of the Lord came to Samuel: 11"1 regret that I have made Saul king, because he has

turned away from me and has not carried out my instructions." Samuel was angry, and he cried out to
the Lord all that night. 12 Early in the morning Samuel got up and went to meet Saul, but he was told, "Saul has

gone to Carmel. There he has set up a monument in his own honor and has turned and gone on down to Gilgal."
13When Samuel reached him, Saulsaid, "The Lord blessyou!lhave carried outthe Lord's instructions." 14But

Samuelsaid,"Whatthenisthisbleatingofsheepinmyears?Whatisthislowingofcattlethatlhear?" lsSaul

answered, "The soldiers brought them from the Amalekites; they spared the best of the sheep and cattle to
sacrificetotheLordyourGod,butwetotallydestroyedtherest." 16"Enough!"samuelsaidtoSaul."Letmetell

you what the Lord said to me last night." "Tell me," Saul replied. lTSamuelsaid, "Although you were once

small in your own eyes, did you not become the head of the tribes of lsrael? The Lord anointed you king over
lsrael. 18And he sent you on a mission, saying, 'Go and completely destroy those wicked people, the Amalekites;

wage war against them until you have wiped them out.' t'Why did you not obey the Lord? Why did you pounce

ontheplunderanddoevilintheeyesoftheLord?" 20"ButldidobeytheLord,"Saulsaid."lwentonthe

mission the Lord assigned me. I completely destroyed the Amalekites and brought back Agag their king. 21The

soldiers took sheep and cattle from the plunder, the best of what was devoted to God, in order to sacrifice them

totheLordyourGodatGilgal." 22ButSamuel replied:"DoestheLorddelightinburntofferingsandsacrificesas
much as in obeying the Lord? To obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed is better than the fat of rams. 23 For

rebellion is like the sin of divination, and arrogance like the evil of idolatry. Because you have rejected the word

of the Lord, he has rejected you as king." 24Then Saulsaid to Samuel, "l have sinned. lviolated the Lord's

command and your instructions. I was afraid of the men and so I gave in to them. 2s Now I beg you, forgive my

sin and come back with me, so that I may worship the Lord." 25 But Samuel said to him, "l will not go back with
you.YouhaverejectedthewordoftheLord,andtheLordhasrejectedyouaskingoverlsraell" 2TAsSamuel

turned to leave, Saulcaught hold of the hem of his robe, and ittore.2sSamuelsaid to him, "The Lord has

torn the kingdom of lsrael from you today and has given it to one of your neighbors-to one better than
you. 2s He who is the Glory of lsrael does not lie or change his mind; for he is not a human being, that he should

change his mind."

L Samuel 28:3-20
3Now Samuelwas dead, and all lsrael had mourned for him and buried him in his own town of Ramah. Saul had

expelled the mediums and spiritists from the land. 4The philistines assembled and came and set up camp at

Shunem, while Saulgathered all lsraeland set up camp at Gilboa. sWhen Saul saw the Philistine army, he was

afraid; terrorfilled his heart.6He inquired of the Lord, but the Lord did not answer him by dreams or Urim or
prophets. TSaulthen said to his attendants, "Find me a woman who is a medium, so I may go and inquire of
her." "There is one in Endor," they said. 8So Sauldisguised himself, putting on other clothes, and at night he

and two men went to the woman. "Consult a spirit for me," he said, "and bring up for me the one I name." e But

the woman said to him, "Surely you know what Saul has done. He has cut off the mediums and spiritists from
the land. Why have you set a trap for my life to bring about my death?" 10Saul swore to her by the Lord, "As

surelyastheLordlives,youwill notbepunishedforthis." llThenthewomanasked,"Whomshall lbringupfor
yoLl?" "BringupSamuel,"hesaid. 12WhenthewomansawSamuel,shecriedoutatthetopof hervoiceand

said to Saul, "Why have you deceived me? You are Saull" 13The king said to her, "Don't be afraid. What do you

see?" Thewomansaid,"lseeaghostlyfigurecomingupoutoftheearth." ra"Whatdoeshelooklike?"he

asked. "An old man wearing a robe is coming up," she said. Then Saul knew it was Samuel, and he bowed down

and prostrated himself with his face to the ground. lesamuel said to Saul, "Why have you disturbed me by

bringing me up?" "l am in great distress," Saul said. "The Philistines are fighting against me, and God has

departed from me. He no longer answers me, either by prophets or by dreams. So I have called on you to tell me

whattodo." 16Samuelsaid,"Whydoyouconsultme,nowthattheLordhasdepartedfromyouandbecome

your enemy? 17The Lord has done what he predicted through me. The Lord has torn the kingdom out of your

hands and given it to one of your neighbors-to David. 18 Because you did not obey the Lord or carry out his

fierce wrath against the Amalekites, the Lord has done this to you today. leThe Lord will deliver both lsrael and



you into the hands of the Philistines, and tomorrow you and your sons will be with me. The Lord will also give

the army of lsrael into the hands of the Philistines." 20lmmediately Saul fell full length on the ground, filled with

fear because of Samuel's words. His strength was gone, for he had eaten nothing all that day and all that night.

The Danger of Wrong Alignments

Acts 16:16-18
15 Once when we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a female slave who had a spirit by which

she predicted the future. She earned a great deal of money for her owners by fortune-telling. 17 She followed
paul and the rest of us, shouting, "These men are servants of the Most High God, who are telling you the way to

be saved." 18She kept this up for many days. Finally Paul became so annoyed that he turned around and said to

the spirit, "ln the name of Jesus Christ I command you to come out of her!" At that moment the spirit left her.

People of lsrael

Deuteronomy 5:22-33
22These are the commandments the Lord proclaimed in a loud voice to your whole assembly there on the

mountain from out of the fire, the cloud and the deep darkness; and he added nothing more. Then he wrote

them on two stone tablets and gave them to me. 23 When you heard the voice out of the darkness, while the

mountain was ablaze with fire, all the leaders of your tribes and your elders came to me. 2aAnd you said,

"The Lord our God has shown us his glory and his majesty, and we have heard his voice from the fire. Today we

have seen that a person can live even if God speaks with them. 2s But now, why should we die? This great fire

will consume us, and we will die if we hear the voice of the Lord our God any longer. 26 For what mortal has ever

heard the voice of the living God speaking out of fire, as we have, and survived? 27 Go near and listen to all that

the Lord our God says. Then tell us whateverthe Lord our God tells you. We will listen and obey."
28The Lord heard you when you spoke to me, and the Lord said to me, "l have heard what this people said to

you. Everything they said was good.2eOh, that their hearts would be inclined to fear me and keep all my

commands always, so that it might go well with them and their children forever! 30 "Go, tell them to return to

their tents. 31But you stay here with me so that I may give you all the commands, decrees and laws you are to

teach them to follow in the land I am giving them to possess." 32So be carefulto do what the Lord your God has

commanded you; do not turn aside to the right or to the left. 33Walk in obedience to allthat the Lord your God

has commanded you, so that you may live and prosper and prolong your days in the land that you will possess.

Relying Elsewhere

1) Principle

2) Knowledge base

John 5:39-40
3e you study the Scriptures diligently because you think that in them you have eternal life. These are the very

Scriptures that testify about me, a0yet you refuse to come to me to have life'

3) Need


