John 5:36-40

3 “| have testimony weightier than that of John. For the works that the Father has given me to finish—the
very works that | am doing—testify that the Father has sent me. * And the Father who sent me has himself
testified concerning me. You have never heard his voice nor seen his form, *8 nor does his word dwell in
you, for you do not believe the one he sent. 3You study the Scriptures diligently because you think that in
them you have eternal life. These are the very Scriptures that testify about me, 40yet you refuse to come to
me to have life.

Fine-Tuning Our Final Preparations
1. (0]

Acts 1:3-5

3 After his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He
appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. #0On one occasion, while
he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my
Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. SFor John baptized with water, but in a few days
you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”

Acts 2:1-16

1 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2Suddenly a sound like the blowing
of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. > They saw what
seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with
the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. > Now there were staying in
Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. ® When they heard this sound, a crowd came
together in bewilderment, because each one heard their own language being spoken. 7 Utterly amazed, they
asked: “Aren’t all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 Then how is it that each of us hears them in our native
language? ° Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and
Asia,  Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome 11 (both Jews
and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own
tongues!” 22 Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What does this mean?” 13Some, however,
made fun of them and said, “They have had too much wine.” **Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised
his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to
you; listen carefully to what | say. ** These people are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine in the
morning! ** No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel...

Acts 2:41
Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their
number that day.

Luke 5:1-11

1 One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret, the people were crowding around him and
listening to the word of God. 2He saw at the water’s edge two boats, left there by the fishermen, who were
washing their nets. 3He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a
little from shore. Then he sat down and taught the people from the boat. *When he had finished speaking,
he said to Simon, “Put out into deep water, and let down the nets for a catch.” 3Simon answered,

“Master, we've worked hard all night and haven’t caught anything. But because you say so, | will let down
the nets” ¢ When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets began to
break. 7 So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them, and they came and filled



both boats so full that they began to sink. #When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go
away from me, Lord; | am a sinful man!” 2 For he and all his companions were astonished at the catch of fish
they had taken, °and so were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon’s partners. Then Jesus said to
Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you wili fish for people.” 1150 they pulled their boats up on shore, left
everything and followed him.

Matthew 21:28-32

28 “\What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work
today in the vineyard. 2| will not,” he answered, but later he changed his mind and went. %0 “Then the
father went to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, ‘I will, sir/ but he did not go. 31 “Which
of the two did what his father wanted?” “The first,” they answered. Jesus said to them, “Truly | tell you, the
tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32For John came to you to
show you the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the

prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, you did not repent and believe him.

Mark 9:14-29

4\When they came to the other disciples, they saw a large crowd around them and the teachers of the law
arguing with them. ** As soon as all the people saw Jesus, they were overwhelmed with wonder and ran to
greet him. 6 “What are you arguing with them about?” he asked. 7 A man in the crowd answered,
“Teacher, | brought you my son, who is possessed by a spirit that has robbed him of speech. ¥ Whenever it
seizes him, it throws him to the ground. He foams at the mouth, gnashes his teeth and becomes rigid. |
asked your disciples to drive out the spirit, but they could not” ®“You unbelieving generation,” Jesus
replied, “how long shall | stay with you? How long shall | put up with you? Bring the boy to me.” 2050 they
brought him. When the spirit saw Jesus, it immediately threw the boy into a convulsion. He fell to the
ground and rolled around, foaming at the mouth. 21 jasuys asked the boy’s father, “How long has he been
like this?” “From childhood,” he answered. 2“It has often thrown him into fire or water to kill him. But if
you can do anything, take pity on us and help us” B“If you can’?” said Jesus. “Everything is possible for
one who believes” 2Immediately the boy’s father exclaimed, “I do believe; help me overcome my
unbelief!” 2When Jesus saw that a crowd was running to the scene, he rebuked the impure spirit. “You
deaf and mute spirit,” he said, “I command you, come out of him and never enter him again.” % The spirit
shrieked, convulsed him violently and came out. The boy looked so much like a corpse that many said, “He’s
dead” 2 But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him to his feet, and he stood up. ?After Jesus had gone
indoors, his disciples asked him privately, “Why couldn’t we drive it out?” 2 He replied, “This kind can come
out only by prayer.”

3. The W
2 Timothy 3:16-17

16 Al Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in
righteousness, 7 so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.



4. W

2 Kings 3:11-19

1Byt Jehoshaphat asked, “Is there no prophet of the Lord here, through whom we may inquire of

the Lord?” An officer of the king of Israel answered, “Elisha son of Shaphat is here. He used to pour water
on the hands of Elijah.” *?Jehoshaphat said, “The word of the Lord is with him.” So the king of Israel and
Jehoshaphat and the king of Edom went down to him. 3Elisha said to the king of Israel, “Why do you want
to involve me? Go to the prophets of your father and the prophets of your mother.” “No,” the king of Israel
answered, “because it was the Lord who called us three kings together to deliver us into the hands of
Moab.” **Elisha said, “As surely as the Lord Almighty lives, whom | serve, if | did not have respect for the
presence of Jehoshaphat king of Judah, | would not pay any attention to you. * But now bring me a harpist.”
While the harpist was playing, the hand of the Lord came on Elisha **and he said, “This is what

the Lord says: | will fill this valley with pools of water. *” For this is what the Lord says: You will see neither
wind nor rain, yet this valley will be filled with water, and you, your cattle and your other animals will

drink. 8 This is an easy thing in the eyes of the Lord; he will also deliver Moab into your hands. ** You will
overthrow every fortified city and every major town. You will cut down every good tree, stop up all the
springs, and ruin every good field with stones.”

5. Allow the p m to do its work

Luke 1:17

And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the parents to their
children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous—to make ready a people prepared for the
Lord.

Malachi 4:5-6

5“See, | will send the prophet Elijah to you before that great and dreadful day of the Lord comes. ¢ He will
turn the hearts of the parents to their children, and the hearts of the children to their parents; or else | will
come and strike the land with total destruction.”

2 Chronicles 20:20

Early in the morning they left for the Desert of Tekoa. As they set out, Jehoshaphat stood and said, “Listen
to me, Judah and people of Jerusalem! Have faith in the Lord your God and you will be upheld; have faith in
his prophets and you will be successful.”

Numbers 11:24-29

2450 Moses went out and told the people what the Lord had said. He brought together seventy of their
elders and had them stand around the tent. % Then the Lord came down in the cloud and spoke with

him, and he took some of the power of the Spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy elders. When
the Spirit rested on them, they prophesied—but did not do so again. % However, two men, whose names
were Eldad and Medad, had remained in the camp. They were listed among the elders, but did not go out to
the tent. Yet the Spirit also rested on them, and they prophesied in the camp. # A young man ran and told
Moses, “Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the tamp.” 2 Joshua son of Nun, who had been Moses’

aide since youth, spoke up and said, “Moses, my lord, stop them!” ¥ But Moses replied, “Are you jealous for
my sake? | wish that all the Lord’s people were prophets and that the Lord would put his Spirit on them!”



Joel 2:28-29

28And afterward, | will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old
men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions. 2 Even on my servants, both men and women, |
will pour out my Spirit in those days.

1 Corinthians 14:1-5,39

1 Follow the way of love and eagerly desire gifts of the Spirit, especially prophecy. 2For anyone who speaks
in a tongue does not speak to people but to God. Indeed, no one understands them; they utter mysteries by
the Spirit. 3 But the one who prophesies speaks to people for their strengthening, encouraging and

comfort. * Anyone who speaks in a tongue edifies themselves, but the one who prophesies edifies the
church. *1 would like every one of you to speak in tongues, but | would rather have you prophesy. The one
who prophesies is greater than the one who speaks in tongues, unless someone interprets, so that the
church may be edified... * Therefore, my brothers and sisters, be eager to prophesy,

1 Timothy 1:18-19

18 Timothy, my son, | am giving you this command in keeping with the prophecies once made about you, so
that by recalling them you may fight the battle well, ¥ holding on to faith and a good conscience, which
some have rejected and so have suffered shipwreck with regard to the faith.

1 Chronicles 12:32
from Issachar, men who understood the times and knew what Israel should do...

1 Corinthians 2:9-10

9 However, as it is written: “What no eye has seen, what no ear has heard, and what no human mind has
conceived” —the things God has prepared for those who love him—*these are the things God has
revealed to us by his Spirit. ‘

6. Stay close to t

2 Timothy 4:1-5

1| the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in view of his
appearing and his kingdom, | give you this charge: 2Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of
season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience and careful instruction. * For the time will
come when people will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather
around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. * They will turn their
ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. ® But you, keep your head in all situations, endure
hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry.

7. Keep h alive

1 Peter 3:13-16

B\Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? **But even if you should suffer for what is right,
you are blessed. “Do not fear their threats; do not be frightened.” 15But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord.
Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you
have. But do this with gentleness and respect, *® keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak
maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander.



