The River of God

Ezekiel 47:1-12

The man brought me back to the entrance to the temple, and | saw water coming out from under the threshold
of the temple toward the east (for the temple faced east). The water was coming down from under the south side
of the temple, south of the altar. 2He then brought me out through the north gate and led me around the outside
to the outer gate facing east, and the water was trickling from the south side. 3 As the man went eastward with a
measuring line in his hand, he measured off a thousand cubits and then led me through water that was ankle-
deep. * He measured off another thousand cubits and led me through water that was knee-deep. He measured off
another thousand and led me through water that was up to the waist. > He measured off another thousand, but
now it was a river that | could not cross, because the water had risen and was deep enough to swim in—a river
that no one could cross.  He asked me, “Son of man, do you see this?” Then he led me back to the bank of the
river. ”When | arrived there, | saw a great number of trees on each side of the river. 8 He said to me, “This water
flows toward the eastern region and goes down into the Arabah, where it enters the Dead Sea. When it empties
into the sea, the salty water there becomes fresh. ° Swarms of living creatures will live wherever the river flows.
There will be large numbers of fish, because this water flows there and makes the salt water fresh; so where the
river flows everything will live. 2° Fishermen will stand along the shore; from En Gedi to En Eglaim there will be
places for spreading nets. The fish will be of many kinds—like the fish of the Mediterranean Sea. ** But the
swamps and marshes will not become fresh; they will be left for salt. 2 Fruit trees of all kinds will grow on both
banks of the river. Their leaves will not wither, nor will their fruit fail. Every month they will bear fruit, because the
water from the sanctuary flows to them. Their fruit will serve for food and their leaves for healing.”

1) This is symbolic language, p p

Revelation 22:1-2

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of
the Lamb ?down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing
twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations.

2) This river flows from the t

1 Corinthians 3:16
Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in your midst?

1 Corinthians 6:19
19 Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from
God? You are not your own; 2 you were bought at a price...

2 Corinthians 6:16
What agreement is there between the temple of God and idols? For we are the temple of the living God. As God
has said: “I will live with them and walk among them, and | will be their God, and they will be my people.”

Ephesians 2:21

In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord.

John 4:13-14

13 Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, ** but whoever drinks the water | give
them will never thirst. Indeed, the water | give them will become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal
life.”



John 7:37-39

370n the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, “Let anyone who is thirsty come
to me and drink. 2 Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from within
them.” 3 By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the
Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified.

3) Wherever the river goes, everything will |
a. Arabah

Isaiah 41:17-20

7“The poor and needy search for water, but there is none; their tongues are parched with thirst. But | the LORD
will answer them; |, the God of Israel, will not forsake them. 18| will make rivers flow on barren heights, and
springs within the valleys. | will turn the desert into pools of water, and the parched ground into springs. **1 will
put in the desert the cedar and the acacia, the myrtle and the olive. | will set junipers in the wasteland, the fir and
the cypress together, 2°so that people may see and know, may consider and understand, that the hand of the
LorD has done this, that the Holy One of Israel has created it.

b. Dead Sea
e Makes salt water fresh
Psalm 46:4

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy place where the Most High dwells.

Psalm 36:7-8
7How priceless is your unfailing love, O God! People take refuge in the shadow of your wings. 8They feast on the
abundance of your house; you give them drink from your river of delights.

Isaiah 35:1-10

1The desert and the parched land will be glad; the wilderness will rejoice and blossom. Like the crocus, Zit will
burst into bloom; it will rejoice greatly and shout for joy. The glory of Lebanon will be given to it, the splendor of
Carmel and Sharon; they will see the glory of the LorD, the splendor of our God. 3Strengthen the feeble hands,
steady the knees that give way; * say to those with fearful hearts, “Be strong, do not fear; your God will come, he
will come with vengeance; with divine retribution he will come to save you.” >Then will the eyes of the blind be
opened and the ears of the deaf unstopped. °Then will the lame leap like a deer, and the mute tongue shout for
joy. Water will gush forth in the wilderness and streams in the desert. ’The burning sand will become a pool, the
thirsty ground bubbling springs. In the haunts where jackals once lay, grass and reeds and papyrus will grow.

8 And a highway will be there; it will be called the Way of Holiness; it will be for those who walk on that Way. The
unclean will not journey on it; wicked fools will not go about on it. 9No lion will be there, nor any ravenous beast;
they will not be found there. But only the redeemed will walk there, and those the LORD has rescued will return.
They will enter Zion with singing; everlasting joy will crown their heads. Gladness and joy will overtake them, and
sorrow and sighing will flee away.



4) There will be large numbers of f and f who will stand on the shore and
spread their n

Joel 2:28-32:

8upnd afterward, | will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will
dream dreams, your young men will see visions. 29 Eyen on my servants, both men and women, | will pour out my
Spirit in those days. * | will show wonders in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and billows of smoke.
31The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the great and dreadful day of
the LORD. 32And everyone who calls on the name of the LORD will be saved...

Luke 5:1-11:

10ne day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret, the people were crowding around him and listening to
the word of God. 2He saw at the water’s edge two boats, left there by the fishermen, who were washing their
nets. 3 He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little from shore.
Then he sat down and taught the people from the boat. 4When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put
out into deep water, and let down the nets for a catch.” 5Simon answered, “Master, we’ve worked hard all night
and haven’t caught anything. But because you say so, | will let down the nets.” ®When they had done so, they
caught such a large number of fish that their nets began to break. ’So they signaled their partners in the other
boat to come and help them, and they came and filled both boats so full that they began to sink. 8 When Simon
Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go away from me, Lord; | am a sinful man!” %For he and all his
companions were astonished at the catch of fish they had taken, °and so were James and John, the sons of
Zebedee, Simon’s partners. Then Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will fish for people.”
1150 they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him.

5) F t will grow on each side of the river

6) There are | of the Spirit

1 Corinthians 2:9-10
9as it is written: “What no eye has seen, what no ear has heard, and what no human mind has conceived” —the
things God has prepared for those who love him—1these are the things God has revealed to us by his Spirit.



