Transitioning Up

2 Kings 2:1-18

1 When the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven in a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their way from
Gilgal. 2Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; the Lord has sent me to Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As surely as the Lord
lives and as you live, | will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. 3The company of the prophets at Bethel
came out to Elisha and asked, “Do you know that the Lord is going to take your master from you today?” “Yes, |
know,” Elisha replied, “so be quiet.” *Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, Elisha; the Lord has sent me to Jericho.”
And he replied, “As surely as the Lord lives and as you live, | will not leave you.” So they went to Jericho. *The
company of the prophets at Jericho went up to Elisha and asked him, “Do you know that the Lord is going to take
your master from you today?” “Yes, | know,” he replied, “so be quiet.” ®Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; the
Lord has sent me to the Jordan.” And he replied, “As surely as the Lord lives and as you live, | will not leave

you.” So the two of them walked on. 7 Fifty men from the company of the prophets went and stood at a
distance, facing the place where Elijah and Elisha had stopped at the Jordan. 8 Elijah took his cloak, rolled it up
and struck the water with it. The water divided to the right and to the left, and the two of them crossed over on
dry ground. °When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me, what can | do for you before | am taken
from you?” “Let me inherit a double portion of your spirit,” Elisha replied. W0 “you have asked a difficult thing,”
Elijah said, “yet if you see me when | am taken from you, it will be yours—otherwise, it will not.” ' As they were
walking along and talking together, suddenly a chariot of fire and horses of fire appeared and separated the two
of them, and Elijah went up to heaven in a whirlwind. 12Elisha saw this and cried out, “My father! My father! The
chariots and horsemen of Israell” And Elisha saw him no more. Then he took hold of his garment and tore itin
two. 3Elisha then picked up Elijah’s cloak that had fallen from him and went back and stood on the bank of the
Jordan. ¥ He took the cloak that had fallen from Elijah and struck the water with it. “Where now is the Lord, the
God of Elijah?” he asked. When he struck the water, it divided to the right and to the left, and he crossed over.
15The company of the prophets from Jericho, who were watching, said, “The spirit of Elijah is resting on Elisha.”
And they went to meet him and bowed to the ground before him. ** “Look,” they said, “we your servants have
fifty able men. Let them go and look for your master. Perhaps the Spirit of the Lord has picked him up and set
him down on some mountain or in some valley.” “No,” Elisha replied, “do not send them.” *” But they persisted
until he was too embarrassed to refuse. So he said, “Send them.” And they sent fifty men, who searched for
three days but did not find him. ** When they returned to Elisha, who was staying in Jericho, he said to them,
“Didn’t | tell you not to go?”
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1 Kings 19:15-21

5The Lord said to him, “Go back the way you came, and go to the Desert of Damascus. When you get there,
anoint Hazael king over Aram. *¢ Also, anoint Jehu son of Nimshi king over Israel, and anoint Elisha son of
Shaphat from Abel Meholah to succeed you as prophet. 7 Jehu will put to death any who escape the sword of
Hazael, and Elisha will put to death any who escape the sword of Jehu. **Yet | reserve seven thousand in Israel—
all whose knees have not bowed down to Baal and whose mouths have not kissed him.” **So Elijah went from
there and found Elisha son of Shaphat. He was plowing with twelve yoke of oxen, and he himself was driving the
twelfth pair. Elijah went up to him and threw his cloak around him. 20Elisha then left his oxen and ran after Elijah.
“Let me kiss my father and mother goodbye,” he said, “and then | will come with you.” “Go back,” Elijah replied.
“What have | done to you?” %So Elisha left him and went back. He took his yoke of oxen and slaughtered them.
He burned the plowing equipment to cook the meat and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he set out to
follow Elijah and became his servant.

Matthew 25:23
..Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; | will put you in charge of many
things. Come and share your master’s happiness!
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Habakkuk 2:3
For the revelation awaits an appointed time; it speaks of the end and will not prove false. Though it linger,

wait for it; it will certainly come and will not delay.
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Exodus 33:7-11

7Now Moses used to take a tent and pitch it outside the camp some distance away, calling it the “tent of
meeting.” Anyone inquiring of the Lord would go to the tent of meeting outside the camp. 8 And whenever
Moses went out to the tent, all the people rose and stood at the entrances to their tents, watching Moses until
he entered the tent. 2 As Moses went into the tent, the pillar of cloud would come down and stay at the
entrance, while the Lord spoke with Moses. *® Whenever the people saw the pillar of cloud standing at the
entrance to the tent, they all stood and worshiped, each at the entrance to their tent. ** The Lord would speak to
Moses face to face, as one speaks to a friend. Then Moses would return to the camp, but his young aide

Joshua son of Nun did not leave the tent.

“ever-increasing glory” (2 Corinthians 3:18)
- until “his glory appears over me” (Isaiah 60:2)
-> until “all mankind can see it” (Isaiah 40:5)
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Isaiah 55:10-11

10 A5 the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without watering the earth and
making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, 150 is my word that goes
out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what | desire and achieve the

purpose for which | sent it.



