Listening — The Path to Power and Preparation

1. Listening is the m i concept in the Bible

Mark 12:29
“The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one...

Deuteronomy 6:4-5
*Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. °> Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your

soul and with all your strength.

Romans 10:17
Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word about Christ.

2. Listening is one of the p i of a follower of Jesus

John 8:47
He who belongs to God hears what God says. The reason you do not hear is that you do not belong to God.

John 10:27
My sheep listen to my voice; | know them, and they follow me.

3. Listening is like a p that must be taken to m h

Mark 4:23-25

23|f anyone has ears to hear, let them hear.” 2*“Consider carefully what you hear,” he continued. “With the
measure you use, it will be measured to you—and even more. 2> Whoever has will be given more; whoever does not
have, even what they have will be taken from them.”

Prescription:
If you have any capacity to hear at all, then do it (4:23)

“If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear”

Directions on the bottle:
1) Hearing is important, and what and who you listen to makes all the difference (4:24)
“Consider carefully what you hear”

Isaiah 55:2-3
2Why spend money on what is not bread, and your labor on what does not satisfy? Listen, listen to me, and eat
what is good, and you will delight in the richest of fare. 3Give ear and come to me; listen, that you may live...

2) How much energy you put into hearing is how much energy God will put into speaking (4:24)
“With the measure you use it will be measured to you—and even more”

3) If you demonstrate that you want to hear, you will be given a greater capacity to hear and increased
revelation (4:25)
“Whoever has will be given more”

Warning on the Bottle:

If you demonstrate that you don’t want to hear, then you will lose your capacity to hear and be given no
revelation (4:25)

“whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him”




Luke 10:38-42

38 As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where a woman named Martha opened her home to
him. 3°She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet listening to what he said. *° But Martha was distracted by
all the preparations that had to be made. She came to him and asked, “Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left me to
do the work by myself? Tell her to help me!” 4! “Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are worried and upset about
many things, *? but few things are needed—or indeed only one. Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken
away from her.”

John 11:21-27

21“Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 2 But | know that even now God
will give you whatever you ask.” 23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 2* Martha answered, “I know he will
rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” 2°Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who
believes in me will live, even though they die; 2° and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?”
27“Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to come into the world.”

John 11:39
39 “Take away the stone,” he said. “But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad odor,
for he has been there four days.”

John 11:20
When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home.

John 11:28-31

28 After she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary aside. “The Teacher is here,” she said, “and is asking
for you.” 2 When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went to him. 3° Now Jesus had not yet entered the village, but
was still at the place where Martha had met him. 3 When the Jews who had been with Mary in the house, comforting
her, noticed how quickly she got up and went out, they followed her, supposing she was going to the tomb to mourn
there.

John 11:32-35

32When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, “Lord, if you had been here,
my brother would not have died.” 33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also
weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. 3* “Where have you laid him?” he asked. “Come and see, Lord,”
they replied. 3°Jesus wept.

John 11:38-44

38 Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the entrance. 3° “Take away
the stone,” he said. “But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad odor, for he has
been there four days.” %°Then Jesus said, “Did | not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?” #!So they
took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, | thank you that you have heard me. 2| knew that you
always hear me, but | said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe that you sent me.”
43\When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” *The dead man came out, his hands and feet
wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face. Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.”

John 11:45
Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him.

John 12:1-7

1Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus lived, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. 2Here
a dinner was given in Jesus’ honor. Martha served, while Lazarus was among those reclining at the table with him. 3Then
Mary took about a pint of pure nard, an expensive perfume; she poured it on Jesus’ feet and wiped his feet with her hair.
And the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 4But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to
betray him, objected, > “Why wasn’t this perfume sold and the money given to the poor? It was worth a year’s wages.”
6He did not say this because he cared about the poor but because he was a thief; as keeper of the money bag, he used to
help himself to what was put into it. 7 “Leave her alone,” Jesus replied. “It was intended that she should save this
perfume for the day of my burial. 8 You will always have the poor among you, but you will not always have me.”

Matthew 26:12
When she poured this perfume on my body, she did it to prepare me for burial.

Mark 14:8
She did what she could. She poured perfume on my body beforehand to prepare for my burial.



