Kindness — Gateway to Destiny

Isaiah 63:7
| will tell of the kindnesses of the Lord, the deeds for which he is to be praised, according to all the Lord has done for us— yes,
the many good things he has done for Israel, according to his compassion and many kindnesses.

Acts 14:17
...he has not left himself without testimony: He has shown kindness by giving you rain from heaven and crops in their seasons;
he provides you with plenty of food and fills your hearts with joy.”

Jeremiah 9:23-24

ZThis is what the Lord says: “Let not the wise boast of their wisdom or the strong boast of their strength or the rich boast of
their riches, ?*but let the one who boasts boast about this: that they have the understanding to know me, that | am the Lord,
who exercises kindness, justice and righteousness on earth, for in these | delight,” declares the Lord.

Acts 4:8-10

8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: “Rulers and elders of the people! ° If we are being called to account today
for an act of kindness shown to a man who was lame and are being asked how he was healed, °then know this, you and all the
people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this
man stands before you healed.

Galatians 5:22

Colossians 3:12
Clothe yourselves with... kindness...

1. Kindness gives you a to lead peopletor
Romans 2:4

Matthew 21:31
Jesus said to them, “Truly | tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God ahead of you.

2. Kindness o thed toyourownd

1 Samuel 30:1-20

1David and his men reached Ziklag on the third day. Now the Amalekites had raided the Negev and Ziklag. They had attacked
Ziklag and burned it, 2and had taken captive the women and everyone else in it, both young and old. They killed none of them,
but carried them off as they went on their way. 3When David and his men reached Ziklag, they found it destroyed by fire and
their wives and sons and daughters taken captive. # So David and his men wept aloud until they had no strength left to weep.

5> David’s two wives had been captured—Ahinoam of Jezreel and Abigail, the widow of Nabal of Carmel. ® David was greatly
distressed because the men were talking of stoning him; each one was bitter in spirit because of his sons and daughters. But
David found strength in the Lord his God. 7 Then David said to Abiathar the priest, the son of Ahimelek, “Bring me the ephod.”
Abiathar brought it to him, 8and David inquired of the Lord, “Shall | pursue this raiding party? Will | overtake them?” “Pursue
them,” he answered. “You will certainly overtake them and succeed in the rescue.” °David and the six hundred men with him
came to the Besor Valley, where some stayed behind. 1° Two hundred of them were too exhausted to cross the valley, but David
and the other four hundred continued the pursuit. ' They found an Egyptian in a field and brought him to David. They gave him
water to drink and food to eat— 2 part of a cake of pressed figs and two cakes of raisins. He ate and was revived, for he had not
eaten any food or drunk any water for three days and three nights. 3 David asked him, “Who do you belong to? Where do you
come from?” He said, “l am an Egyptian, the slave of an Amalekite. My master abandoned me when | became ill three days ago.
4 We raided the Negev of the Kerethites, some territory belonging to Judah and the Negev of Caleb. And we burned Ziklag.”

15 David asked him, “Can you lead me down to this raiding party?” He answered, “Swear to me before God that you will not kill
me or hand me over to my master, and | will take you down to them.” ¢He led David down, and there they were, scattered
over the countryside, eating, drinking and reveling because of the great amount of plunder they had taken from the land of the
Philistines and from Judah. ¥ David fought them from dusk until the evening of the next day, and none of them got away, except
four hundred young men who rode off on camels and fled. '8 David recovered everything the Amalekites had taken, including his
two wives. 1° Nothing was missing: young or old, boy or girl, plunder or anything else they had taken. David brought everything
back. 2°He took all the flocks and herds, and his men drove them ahead of the other livestock, saying, “This is David’s plunder.”




3. Kindnessb___ kindness (atleast,it'ss__ to)

1 Samuel 20:8,12-16

8As for you, show kindness to your servant, for you have brought him into a covenant with you before the Lorb. If | am guilty,
then kill me yourself! Why hand me over to your father?”... 22 Then Jonathan said to David, “I swear by the Lord, the God of
Israel, that | will surely sound out my father by this time the day after tomorrow! If he is favorably disposed toward you, will |
not send you word and let you know? 3 But if my father intends to harm you, may the Lord deal with Jonathan, be it ever so
severely, if | do not let you know and send you away in peace. May the Lord be with you as he has been with my father. 14 But
show me unfailing kindness like the Lord’s kindness as long as | live, so that | may not be killed, *>and do not ever cut off your
kindness from my family—not even when the Lord has cut off every one of David’s enemies from the face of the earth.” ¢So
Jonathan made a covenant with the house of David, saying, “May the Lord call David’s enemies to account.” 7 And Jonathan had
David reaffirm his oath out of love for him, because he loved him as he loved himself.

2 Samuel 9:1-12

David asked, “Is there anyone still left of the house of Saul to whom | can show kindness for Jonathan’s sake?” 2Now there was
a servant of Saul’s household named Ziba. They summoned him to appear before David, and the king said to him, “Are you
Ziba?” “At your service,” he replied. 3The king asked, “Is there no one still alive from the house of Saul to whom | can show
God’s kindness?” Ziba answered the king, “There is still a son of Jonathan; he is lame in both feet.” 4“Where is he?” the king
asked. Ziba answered, “He is at the house of Makir son of Ammiel in Lo Debar.” °So King David had him brought from Lo Debar,
from the house of Makir son of Ammiel. ® When Mephibosheth son of Jonathan, the son of Saul, came to David, he bowed
down to pay him honor. David said, “Mephibosheth!” “At your service,” he replied. 7 “Don’t be afraid,” David said to him, “for |
will surely show you kindness for the sake of your father Jonathan. | will restore to you all the land that belonged to your
grandfather Saul, and you will always eat at my table.” 8 Mephibosheth bowed down and said, “What is your servant, that you
should notice a dead dog like me?” °Then the king summoned Ziba, Saul’s steward, and said to him, “I have given your master’s
grandson everything that belonged to Saul and his family. 1°You and your sons and your servants are to farm the land for him
and bring in the crops, so that your master’s grandson may be provided for. And Mephibosheth, grandson of your master, will
always eat at my table.” (Now Ziba had fifteen sons and twenty servants.) ! Then Ziba said to the king, “Your servant will do
whatever my lord the king commands his servant to do.” So Mephibosheth ate at David’s table like one of the king’s sons.

12 Mephibosheth had a young son named Mika, and all the members of Ziba’s household were servants of Mephibosheth. 13 And
Mephibosheth lived in Jerusalem, because he always ate at the king’s table; he was lame in both feet.

1 Chronicles 19:1-2

1In the course of time, Nahash king of the Ammonites died, and his son succeeded him as king. 2 David thought, “I will show
kindness to Hanun son of Nahash, because his father showed kindness to me.”...

2 Chronicles 24:20-22

20Then the Spirit of God came on Zechariah son of Jehoiada the priest. He stood before the people and said, “This is what God
says: ‘Why do you disobey the Lord’s commands? You will not prosper. Because you have forsaken the Lord, he has forsaken
you.”” 2! But they plotted against him, and by order of the king they stoned him to death in the courtyard of the Lord’s temple.
22King Joash did not remember the kindness Zechariah’s father Jehoiada had shown him but killed his son, who said as he lay
dying, “May the Lord see this and call you to account.”

Job 6:14

Anyone who withholds kindness from a friend forsakes the fear of the Almighty.

Joshua 2:8-14

8 Before the spies lay down for the night, she went up on the roof ®and said to them, “I know that the Lord has given you this
land and that a great fear of you has fallen on us, so that all who live in this country are melting in fear because of you. **We
have heard how the Lord dried up the water of the Red Sea for you when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to Sihon and
Og, the two kings of the Amorites east of the Jordan, whom you completely destroyed. ! When we heard of it, our hearts
melted in fear and everyone’s courage failed because of you, for the Lord your God is God in heaven above and on the earth
below. ?“Now then, please swear to me by the Lord that you will show kindness to my family, because | have shown kindness
to you. Give me a sure sign 3 that you will spare the lives of my father and mother, my brothers and sisters, and all who belong
to them—and that you will save us from death.” #“Our lives for your lives!” the men assured her. “If you don’t tell what we are
doing, we will treat you kindly and faithfully when the Lord gives us the land.”

Titus 3:3-5

3 At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of passions and pleasures. We lived in malice
and envy, being hated and hating one another. 4 But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, > he saved us, not
because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy.

Galatians 6:10

Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.



