
What’s With Flipping Tables, Jesus? 
 

Ma�hew 21:12-17 
12 Jesus entered the temple courts and drove out all who were buying and selling there. He overturned the tables of 

the money changers and the benches of those selling doves. 13 “It is wri�en,” he said to them, “‘My house will be 

called a house of prayer (for all na'ons),’ but you are making it ‘a den of robbers.’”  14 The blind and the lame came to 

him at the temple, and he healed them. 15 But when the chief priests and the teachers of the law saw the wonderful 

things he did and the children shou'ng in the temple courts, “Hosanna to the Son of David,” they were indignant.  
16 “Do you hear what these children are saying?” they asked him.  “Yes,” replied Jesus, “have you never read, “‘From 

the lips of children and infants you, Lord, have called forth your praise’?”  17 And he le4 them and went out of the city 

to Bethany, where he spent the night. 
 

See also:  Mark 11:15-18; Luke 19:45-46; John 2:13-17 

 

Founda�ons 
 

1) 

 

2) 

 

 

 

 

Possibili�es 

 

1. Too much commo�on 

 

2. Buying and selling 
 

Deuteronomy 14:22-26 
22 Be sure to set aside a tenth of all that your fields produce each year. 23 Eat the 'the of your grain, new wine and 

olive oil, and the firstborn of your herds and flocks in the presence of the Lord your God at the place he will choose as 

a dwelling for his Name, so that you may learn to revere the Lord your God always. 24 But if that place is too distant 

and you have been blessed by the Lord your God and cannot carry your 'the (because the place where the Lord will 

choose to put his Name is so far away), 25 then exchange your 'the for silver, and take the silver with you and go to 

the place the Lord your God will choose. 26 Use the silver to buy whatever you like: ca�le, sheep, wine or other 

fermented drink, or anything you wish. Then you and your household shall eat there in the presence of the Lord your 

God and rejoice. 

 

3. Dishonest gain 

 

4. Na�onalist stronghold 
 

Isaiah 56:3-6 
3 Let no foreigner who is bound to the Lord say, “The Lord will surely exclude me from his people”… 4 For this is what 

the Lord says… 5 to them I will give within my temple and its walls a memorial and a name be�er than sons and 

daughters; I will give them an everlas'ng name that will endure forever.  6 And foreigners who bind themselves to 

the Lord to minister to him, to love the name of the Lord, and to be his servants… 

 

Genesis 12 

 

House of prayer for all na�ons 
 

Isaiah 56:7 

these I will bring to my holy mountain and give them joy in my house of prayer.  Their burnt offerings and sacrifices 

will be accepted on my altar; for my house will be called a house of prayer for all na'ons.” 



1) 
 

2) 

 

Isaiah 56:8 

I will gather s'll others to them besides those already gathered. 

 

Revela'on 5:9-10 
9 And they sang a new song, saying:  “You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, 

and with your blood you purchased for God persons from every tribe and language and people and na'on.  10 You 

have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth.” 

 

Revela'on 7:9-10 
9 A4er this I looked, and there before me was a great mul'tude that no one could count, from every na'on, tribe, 

people and language, standing before the throne and before the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were 

holding palm branches in their hands.  10 And they cried out in a loud voice:  “Salva'on belongs to our God, who sits 

on the throne, and to the Lamb.” 

 

 

Den of Robbers 

 

Jeremiah 7:1-15 
1 This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: 2 “Stand at the gate of the Lord’s house and there proclaim 

this message:  “‘Hear the word of the Lord, all you people of Judah who come through these gates to worship the 

Lord. 3 This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says: Reform your ways and your ac'ons, and I will let you 

live in this place. 4 Do not trust in decep've words and say, “This is the temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord, 

the temple of the Lord!” 5 If you really change your ways and your ac'ons and deal with each other justly, 6 if you do 

not oppress the foreigner, the fatherless or the widow and do not shed innocent blood in this place, and if you do not 

follow other gods to your own harm, 7 then I will let you live in this place, in the land I gave your ancestors for ever 

and ever. 8 But look, you are trus'ng in decep've words that are worthless.  
9 “‘Will you steal and murder, commit 

adultery and perjury, burn incense to Baal and follow other gods you have not known, 10 and then come and stand 

before me in this house, which bears my Name, and say, “We are safe”—safe to do all these detestable things? 11 Has 

this house, which bears my Name, become a den of robbers to you? But I have been watching! declares the Lord.  
12 “‘Go now to the place in Shiloh where I first made a dwelling for my Name, and see what I did to it because of the 

wickedness of my people Israel. 13 While you were doing all these things, declares the Lord, I spoke to you again and 

again, but you did not listen; I called you, but you did not answer. 14 Therefore, what I did to Shiloh I will now do to the 

house that bears my Name, the temple you trust in, the place I gave to you and your ancestors. 15 I will thrust you 

from my presence, just as I did all your fellow Israelites, the people of Ephraim.’ 

 

 

Ma�hew 7:21-23 
21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of 

my Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in 

your name drive out demons and in your name perform many miracles?’ 23 Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew 

you. Away from me, you evildoers!’ 

 

Ma�hew 13 

 

Isaiah 29:13 
13 The Lord says:  “These people come near to me with their mouth and honor me with their lips, but their hearts are 

far from me.  Their worship of me is based on merely human rules they have been taught. 

 

Romans 8:9 

…if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, they do not belong to Christ. 


