Danger in Delay

Matthew 24:36-51

36 “Byt about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the
Father. 37 As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 3For in the days
before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah
entered the ark; 3°and they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took them
all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. *Two men will be in the field; one will be
taken and the other left. ** Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other
left. *2“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. **But
understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, he
would have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken into. **So you also must be ready,
because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.
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Matthew 24:45-51

4 “Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom the master has put in charge of the servants in his
household to give them their food at the proper time? “¢ It will be good for that servant whose master
finds him doing so when he returns. 4 Truly | tell you, he will put him in charge of all his possessions. *®But
suppose that servant is wicked and says to himself, ‘My master is staying away a long time,” **and he then
begins to beat his fellow servants and to eat and drink with drunkards. *® The master of that servant will
come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he is not aware of. > He will cut him to pieces
and assign him a place with the hypocrites, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

Isaiah 56:1-2

This is what the Lord says: “Maintain justice and do what is right, for my salvation is close at hand and my
righteousness will soon be revealed. 2Blessed is the one who does this—the person who holds it fast,
who keeps the Sabbath without desecrating it, and keeps their hands from doing any evil.”
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Exodus 20-31

Exodus 32:1-8

! When the people saw that Moses was so long in coming down from the mountain, they gathered around
Aaron and said, “Come, make us gods who will go before us. As for this fellow Moses who brought us up
out of Egypt, we don’t know what has happened to him.” 2Aaron answered them, “Take off the gold
earrings that your wives, your sons and your daughters are wearing, and bring them to me.” 3So all the
people took off their earrings and brought them to Aaron. *He took what they handed him and made it
into an idol cast in the shape of a calf, fashioning it with a tool. Then they said, “These are your gods,
Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt.” ®When Aaron saw this, he built an altar in front of the calf and
announced, “Tomorrow there will be a festival to the Lord.” ®So the next day the people rose early and
sacrificed burnt offerings and presented fellowship offerings. Afterward they sat down to eat and drink
and got up to indulge in revelry. 7 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go down, because your people, whom
you brought up out of Egypt, have become corrupt. 8 They have been quick to turn away from what |
commanded them and have made themselves an idol cast in the shape of a calf. They have bowed down
to it and sacrificed to it and have said, ‘These are your gods, Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt.’



1) P fear and discomfort and frustration

2) C fear and discomfort and frustration
3) (o] A of the fear and discomfort and frustration
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Matthew 25:1-13

1 “At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet
the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish and five were wise. 3The foolish ones took their lamps but did
not take any oil with them. #The wise ones, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps. *The
bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep. ®“At midnight the cry
rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!” 7“Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed
their lamps. 8 The foolish ones said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.” ®“‘No,
they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy
some for yourselves.” °“But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The
virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut. ! “Later the
others also came. ‘Lord, Lord,” they said, ‘open the door for us!” 2“But he replied, ‘Truly | tell you, | don’t
know you.” 3 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.

’

Proverbs 13:12
Hope deferred makes the heart sick, but a longing fulfilled is a tree of life.

Malachi 3:1
...suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple...

Isaiah 60:22
..in its time | will do this swiftly.



