Up a Level
Some Stretching Thoughts on Faith

Being convicted toward manifestation

Hebrews 11:1
Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.

Elijah and faith

1 Kings 18:41-46

41And Elijah said to Ahab, “Go, eat and drink, for there is the sound of a heavy rain.” 4°So Ahab went off
to eat and drink, but Elijah climbed to the top of Carmel, bent down to the ground and put his face
between his knees. *“Go and look toward the sea,” he told his servant. And he went up and looked.
“There is nothing there,” he said. Seven times Elijah said, “Go back.” The seventh time the servant
reported, “A cloud as small as a man’s hand is rising from the sea.” So Elijah said, “Go and tell Ahab,
‘Hitch up your chariot and go down before the rain stops you.”” *Meanwhile, the sky grew black with
clouds, the wind rose, a heavy rain came on and Ahab rode off to Jezreel. *The power of the LORD came
upon Elijah and, tucking his cloak into his belt, he ran ahead of Ahab all the way to Jezreel.

God Is a rewarder

Hebrews 11:6
And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he
exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.

The woman who was convicted

Mark 5:24-34

A large crowd followed and pressed around him. > And a woman was there who had been subject to
bleeding for twelve years. 26 She had suffered a great deal under the care of many doctors and had spent
all she had, yet instead of getting better she grew worse. 2 When she heard about Jesus, she came up
behind him in the crowd and touched his cloak, 22 because she thought, “If | just touch his clothes, | will
be healed.” 2° Immediately her bleeding stopped and she felt in her body that she was freed from her
suffering. 3° At once Jesus realized that power had gone out from him. He turned around in the crowd
and asked, “Who touched my clothes?” 3! “You see the people crowding against you,” his disciples
answered, “and yet you can ask, ‘Who touched me?’ ” 32 But Jesus kept looking around to see who had
done it. 33 Then the woman, knowing what had happened to her, came and fell at his feet and, trembling
with fear, told him the whole truth. 3*He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace
and be freed from your suffering.”



The men who were convicted

Luke 5:17-26

170ne day as he was teaching, Pharisees and teachers of the law, who had come from every village of
Galilee and from Judea and Jerusalem, were sitting there. And the power of the Lord was present for
him to heal the sick. ¥ Some men came carrying a paralytic on a mat and tried to take him into the
house to lay him before Jesus. * When they could not find a way to do this because of the crowd, they
went up on the roof and lowered him on his mat through the tiles into the middle of the crowd, right in
front of Jesus. 22 When Jesus saw their faith, he said, “Friend, your sins are forgiven.” 2! The Pharisees
and the teachers of the law began thinking to themselves, “Who is this fellow who speaks blasphemy?
Who can forgive sins but God alone?” 22 Jesus knew what they were thinking and asked, “Why are you
thinking these things in your hearts? 2> Which is easier: to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up
and walk’? 24 But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins...” He
said to the paralyzed man, “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.” 2> Immediately he stood up in
front of them, took what he had been lying on and went home praising God. 2 Everyone was amazed
and gave praise to God. They were filled with awe and said, “We have seen remarkable things today.”

What about us?

Could it be this simple?

James 4:2
You don't have because you don't ask God.

James 1:5-8:

>If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it
will be given to him. ®But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a
wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. “That man should not think he will receive anything from
the Lord; 2he is a double-minded man, unstable in all he does.

Mark 11:22-24

22“Have faith in God,” Jesus answered. 23“| tell you the truth, if anyone says to this mountain, ‘Go, throw
yourself into the sea,” and does not doubt in his heart but believes that what he says will happen, it will
be done for him. 2*Therefore | tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it,
and it will be yours.



